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 Emergency rooms and trauma centers are essential elements of  Los Angeles 

County’s healthcare system; however, access to these critical services is shrinking.  

Hospitals, public and private, are financially burdened by uncompensated care and 

unfunded mandates and as a result, are closing their doors one by one.  Los Angeles 

County has lost five hospitals and three emergency rooms since 2001, and two more 

hospitals will join that closure list by the end of 2004.  The ongoing loss of emergency 

services has become a crisis. 

 The Emergency and Medical Services Initiative, Proposition 67 on the November 

ballot, would provide a stable funding stream for emergency services by increasing the 

current 911 surcharge on telephone calls made within California by 3 percent.  The cost 

of the overall telephone surcharge for residential customers would be capped at a 

maximum of 50 cents per month, and senior citizens and others who receive lifeline 

service would be exempted. 

 The initiative would generate about $550 million in additional annual revenues 

that would help address the emergency medical services crisis by (1) helping to fund 

overcrowded emergency rooms; (2) relieve emergency room overcrowding by funding 

community clinics that care for non-emergent patients; (3) reimburse emergency  



   

physicians and on-call specialists for uncompensated care; (4) fund paramedic training 

and equip Advanced Life Support Units, and (5) maintain the County-operated hospital 

safety net. 

 The revenue would be allocated as follows:  60% ($330 million) to emergency 

and trauma hospital services; 30.5% ($167 million) to emergency and trauma physician 

services; 5% ($27.5 million) to community clinics which provide urgent and primary care 

services; 3.75% ($20.6 million) to emergency and trauma first responders and 

paramedics, and 0.75% ($4.1 million) to the existing 911 Account. 

 Proposition 67 would provide new funding to stabilize emergency and trauma 

care locally. 

 I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los 

Angeles endorse Proposition 67, the Emergency and Medical Services Initiative, and 

urge the voters of California to vote YES on this ballot measure on November 2, 2004. 
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